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oT these is new to ma. The nost casual examination snows this 
is nardly an appropriate or complete file for an Admiral fi^kley file or for 
toe file of t ns President's Physician. Among the obvious missing things, from 
" ae amateorioa concept of these files, in fcha Sibert-0 'Belli rooort, ns Trail 
as other tnings I lave recently obtained. This makes one wonder why, st the 
very early data of .tne organization of this file, it was made into a nothing- 
ness. One ti -. so wonders way ae prepared no statement until 11/27/63, five days 
3fter tae tragedy. His medical end hi a military experience both should i^svo 
uola him there was im/.eaiato need fox* recording nis observations and knowledge, 
as well as want ho was told, what he hoard end overheard* especially the 
account of tue autopsy that vould be appropriate for tue men in ois function. 

However, because of what I T ve learned since first seeing tula material, 
ail in tue numbered files, in 1S66, 1 deciddd to go over it again. Al3o, in the 
licht of want has been learned In more tnen turee years, because it seems so 
very strange that tue professional investigators, toe Secret Service, neither 
on tneir own nor under instructions (from this record J , proporod any kind of 
written statement until at least s w &ofc had passed. 



Tnis need not suggest a mamoutn conspiracy, cut it is proof of a 
permeating unprofessional! am among professionals end an inconceivable slop r :ine 3 s, 
for I do assume tnars ware no earlier statements taat have been disposed of 
( although 1 ’ d be surprised if no single S3 agent hadn't made fairly compre- 
hensive notes). -A‘hat is surprising la that vUere seems to hove been no 35 order 
to each agent to make usch note the first moment kia duties permitted, or that 
eech wasn't called in end questioned, and taped, again as soon as possible. 

It takes Barkley two wide -margined, double-spaced p^ges to say us 
wes aware something happened at D©axey £Iaza, but he didn't know wnat, and taat 
he got to tne hospital, stopping first at tue Trade Mart, about 3-5 minutes 
after tue President (wnicn seems unlikely, given wnat he says a e did at ta© TH ) • 
Mrs. Kenneuy was seated outside toe emergency room when ne got there. What he 
next says-and do63n*t say, is quite interesting: 

M 1 immediately entered tue room, went to tue need of tue table and 
viewed tue Presiaent# It was evident that death was irrmineat arid taat he was 
in a hopeless ecnaiticn” . 

Aside from a meager account of the medical procedures, which tend ©o 
date his arrival, abe was being given extra cardiac massage* 1 (probably dictated 
and not read, meaning "ext renal* cardiac message, the President’s physician 



here succeeds in a major achievement for a man with, hi-; assignment: saying 
absolutely nothing. Without doubt he "viewed the President" , and from the 
best possible aspect, "the head of the table". But whet did he see? Nothing, 
if his statement is fee be believed, for he says absolutely nothing# From that 
point he could not he v* nissed two crude 1 things at the very least, and things 
he knew to bn crucial well before the five-day lapse in writing this "report"* 
lie had to have seen the massive head wound and no had to iisve scan c tU tua 
anterior nexk v7ouni ?r». d what wee being done# Therefore, and knowing the 
gr«$nt significance of all of this, ua says nothing in nis report. From hie 
training, knowledge end experience, he knew, immediately, "that he was in a 
hopeless condition"# ^het better reason for not saying why in his official 
ronort? 

These things foster wonderment that the Secret Service (end tue ? 3 I) 
didr f t immeiietely abstract what knowieege he # had , wuat observations ue made# 

* n 3 they highlight the barren Oommiseioo failure to teike nic testimony, in 
itself incredible# That Specter ana tae rest of the staff end toe members of 
the Commission could without (question be content with absolutely nothing from 
the President 1 s own physician is a remarkable self —indictment# If they diun t 
think of e.sKing arm for tne missing details end an explanation tuey could accept 
for taem being missing, tnen they establish the vacuuity of tneir entire investi- 
gation# In ?ny event, this establishes tu& t very early in the esicrJs 

life there was » decision not to learn vast*. really happened and to avoid 4 :he 
most obviou?., authoritative end accessible sources. 

Yet. tais is tae total content of tne burkley statement on the medical 
reasons for tae loss of his patient, nis total comment on wne fc cause or could 
have canned tXttxesxvtsx deat, tu« sum, t-ctal of his contribution to tar: solution 
of tne crime# v 

This is not because tue Admiral was without an wanders tending of what 
i 3 and is not important vfhenxH a President is .ourdareu, as tae fin^ detail oi 
hi 3 next^raragreph marvellously displays: ne got drs* Kennedy into the 
roam "realizing tust* death was imminent’ 1 , and to accomplish this, "I overrode 
the protests o f" some of tno peop 3 .e.” i^or was ae witiiout- e sense oi vue 
o sense of the reel responsibilities of t~e President 1 s physician, hie real 
raison, d'etre:” .xxfcrrrtra^rjitex 

"•♦♦brought Mrs • Kennedy inside the door where sho stood witn my 
arms protecting her, she momentarily rested her h&ed on my should#" 

The agony end tae ecstecvi 

B^at no assassin was going to get her, deep inpide "erklend Hospital, 
no villein wes going’ to slip past all those stalwart Secret Service agents, 
those devoted Dallas policemen and do uer harm for tcero was George Busxlry, 
Physician to taenPresident of the United States, Admiral of ton navy ana all 
tnat, "with my arms protecting her” from these assorted fates all worse^then deatA 
He 38ys so himself, is his word lesr- probative t nan taat of an admiral in tae . 
G.ueen # s^^vyY 

I& a different nnd entirely non-medics! context, ^urkley reveals that 
the u^per portion of tue President s body hue been stripped, as we -<now from 
o her tuings, tae suirt having been removed ana because ne v/usn't wearing ^n 
undershirt# ”Tn/? upper portion of ais body woa covered with a v»ai«a ci 1 ^h# ^hu 3 
va know that if there had been any wound in the uprer anterior torso me ny people 
hod s chance to eee it# 

He also involves himself in tue business of kidnapping tne corpses 




"Mrs. :<ennedy... expressed her desire to re.na i’i with the i>x 2 %r 
President's body continuously until he woo returned to the Kbit© House"* 

So, Herrins -Do George "stepyB'd tc someone (sic) end nskeu for tbs 
Superintendent of the hospital"^! bn & Secret Service Agent ordered him tc get 
witn dispetcn a conveyanceend a casket to carry tae body back to viasnington." 

T^is docs not me on he panned taking toe corpse down The ^onesomo 
Trail with g mule team, H'age 

' • no a3kod Clerk to get "the necessary papers end to expedite departurre 

of tne body from fcnet area", hardly the requests to bo addressed to a mere 
neurosurgeon after tne crime of tbs century. Hero Hose (never identified by 
name) "came in" and Burlcley ’’explained to him tae necessity of ouich action". 

If he explained it to tae medical examiner, he' did no' to history, for the 
necessity cs not indicated. Horae said homicides' Lave to go through those 
procedures proscribed by lay;, but tne law does not relate to the Presidents 
physician: "I infirmsd him again that it was essential that we have him moved 
immediately aa lira. Kennedy r<as going to stay where ahs was until such movement 
was effected." (Did ever e ma so loudly domond he be considered a conspirator?) 
Taere is r.o break in the quote here;" f*itn some difficulty, one of the local 
judges appeared (and all the time 1 thiught he aad no difficulty getting there, 
having that Brwon Buick or wnio a Manchester wrote so elaborately^, or maybe he 
was arthritic? Had a broken leg?) end X asked aim to make the necessary 
arrangements". Again no creek in u<ix&ing, tuo confusion being unicu.ly Burkley’s: 
"After having called the local sheriff on the phone, some c6nfu?icn resulted in 
this delay," Confusion is no exaggeration. ?hy celled Decker? Ho*.* did that, not 
either the law or the Bukkley i* Co. desir© to ignore tae law, c^use "this 
do..: y" -end v;a at delay is this delay? 

By now it should' to wonde^e ’ how tie President survived a sneeze! 

Burkley "supervised the transfer and tra ro^ra was vacated". -Ve cen 
assume what he does not say, the transfer from 3tretcher tc ceslcet. "1th tbe 
room already vacated, as Burkley put it, and already "Mrs. Kennedy proceeded 
to follow the casket", Doughty George her constant comps nioon, fro, nis account- 
ing, but, "At this point i again examined the s&ssksi; room and they had cleaned 
the rcom. The roses.* .were in tia waste bosket... two roses... lying on tne floor", 
ftever let it be said that the President’s physician never ns BriixJEfx understood 
where his true obligations lay, where his duties took him, what he hud to 
11 examine the room'* for not less than the second time. Hot for ouch trivialities 
as evidence, murder being below consideration; not to wonder why the President's 
protectors hadn’t searched it for evidence before it was cleaned. His second 
search of tae room puts us and history oermsnently in hi/* debt, for he te d the 
rare forasigat to o&ck tnose two errant fcoses up end "put then in ray pocket"(5). 
Selfless, Doctor Goorgo. Ha guv© t hem. to Jackie. Ho why should anyone wader 
about that nasty ol T Hillet 399 end where it came from, or whether there were 
fragments of lead on the stretcher covering, Dutiful George had remember Hippo- 
crates as no doctor before him, had picked up those two roses (careful not to 
get ccnsnon, tpiebian roses from the wastebasket, for Mrs, Kennedy, ^chewing the 
ta7/dry, the unessential, the medically end legally insigniftant. Two roses, 
from tao floor, tnore we have tae need for a second ^examination" of that room! 

Ho, Clint Hin Qn} possibly others he doesn't recall were in the back of 
the ambulance with aer to the airport. They "rede in silence for a while' 1 but 
what vhey said when they brokex their sileneo is not related. 

"During the course of the fli<&t, determination of the immediate 
action on arrival in Washington -ras made to assure complete compliance with 



Mrs. Kennedy's wishes'' (page 8). Here we get the real nitty gritty. tho<=e 
l_7gol,y important details (no hiatus) :"I spoke to her while kneeling on the 
floor so I would be at the level of her face rather than leaning forward (sic) 

. ..statin** tne-s it was necessary that the ^eeiient be taken to s hospital 

t0 " Mte ^ 0U3e * siie questional way and 1 stated it must bo 
vSOTinod, if possible, me type of bullet used ana compere this with future 
mu. oriel ioimu. h 0 bonder iiurkley Was '/hits House physician. ^ could see into 
•7® : 6 aoviUG seen more toon one wound, be knew only one "typo of bullet" 

wV ee ^ u “ ea * Q said, ...it should bo a military hospital for security measures". 

“W r*5 UTO - lWa oise ’ *> *=»». io«i.-«tivhr 

J , e t resident already murdered there could be the proper "security 
measures' . or dia ae expect tie hospital to be raised and the body stolen? 

Or the. there were neither solid#*# no.- sailors nor police anywhere in P'sshington 
’.o mexe^eny oUp hospital "secure" while they were flying a thousand *nile» t-> it? 
113 neXu ste toman t ia not in accord with the (-notation from him in Bishdo, bu+ 

^neii v. e nave to cuose between Bishop and Berkley, we have two horns erf a ‘dilemma: 
^fne question was answered cy her stating she wanted the President taken to 
“e the a da haval Hospital". Bishop says this was Surfcley*# idea because hue President 
h..=a oeen Navy and, i trunk beceuse Burkley slso was. But, again with no hiatus 
anu no continuity,, "Arrangements ware made on the ground for departure to Valter 
T.sod >rmy -capital or Bethesde Naval Hospital, as tne cose stay be", prosuaeebly, 
tn*s wa3 spontaneous, independent of any communication from tie plane. 

, Crikey "assured Lira. Kennedy at this point (i.e., when sue" decided 
tnat she would accompany tua body to Sethesda Naval Hospital" ) that 1 would 
remain with the President until ho was returned to tee Wh to House". How unusual 
end ovorly-aedicated of the President’s cm, paraonsl, official physician (who ”* 
-hereafter di.ln t cio it, leaving the body walls it was at the hoapital). Ha sass 
he was tae last to leave the platform when tne casket left tae plsne, sort of in 
keeping with tae Navy tradition about the captain. She, Bobby and ■ a Ill were in 
the beck of the ambulance with the body, 3urkiey^.fths driver, r 8U i Lendls, "rods 
in bii.i driver? § couipartm^nt’'* i-i tiie tiospitsl tslcsn to tuo 17t,h floor# 

"e spite his assurance hp ould stay with the President, ho didn’t; "The body was 
teKBn to the mortuary where I mot it and observed i?.§ transfer to the table. The 
examination was performed by Commander '“uoes end members cf his staff." One stop? 
ho -‘©rays? Finck is on -Mimes’ staff? Or, who besides Boswell of ^bunas’ 3taff 
helped witn the "examination"? (Ho hi9tus)"Also present were Admiral Kenny, 

Admiral Galloway , and Captain Canada# General Mciiugb. liad remainad in tile viciiiifcy 
of the president constantly throughout this time"/ 

knows hj.e ‘-'iuo ^ook, if nothing else, end he is imw enough 
to skip & couple more generals. ~e accounts for no others present. %t why should 
h ce expected to account for those others present end potential witnesses, or 
for cue .eking of X-rays or pictures, the reading of X-rays and their interpre- 
tation, tne ari ival of * lack, who ordered added X-rayo (since conveniently 
vaporizer and officially non-existent) or, indeed, any of the ncsty, unnleosant 
de iB_j.s of tee so-called autopsy? Ia it not enough that ne says, "I made numerous 
trips to the 17th floor for reassurance to those in tnat area (perhaps that it 
was O- - a bad dream, or tha o 3 one modern medical miracle would make the murdered 
President whole and restore him to vibrant life?) and to sunnly them with some 
idea of the contemplated departure time". For this "numerous ' trips" were required? 
How many times naed he tell them tae time? Or, didthings come un tast necessi- 
tated delaying tuat time? If so, what things? Of course, the nhone other used 
he wouldn’t dreamof using, ior ail of this, "Mrs. Kennedy spoke to me in the 
bedroom of tes suite, expressing her appreciation which was greet ly valued by 
me and which I will dQng rem-mbor.” which is more than BaiixiaocaHijixjvjfx 
he can say of his medical and military functions, neither having in any way toon 

““ «**”"•*• <* ■*>*««*• •£ President', ' 



Now he tells ho*? the President was clothed, his he ir” combed in tte 
usual fashion and his abearance in the casket gave no evidence ofnthe injury 
he had received#’ 1 Just like Burkley, "no evidence of tie injur:/ he to d received"# 
^rom this official account of the Presidents official physician, no one would 
ever know that a major part of the President f s head hod been blown away. H 0 
might* indeed, of died of complications from an ingrown to i nail, or perhaps a 
tainted oyster (if not in San Francisco)# 

Not that he says nothing at ell about what happened "during the 
examination" : 



".♦•we received a call from the 17th floor in regard to Mrs. Kennedy f s 
wedding rungs... This ring 1 personally removed and carried to hs?r on the 17th 
floor and give it to her in per con." 

Hera wo hove all the reason ir th world to have nedicel men who rise 
to be admirals, oil the urgent necessity for an Admiral to be the Preciaeat t s 
physician! 

The body we s placed In a "solid 1 ahogany wooden .casket” v there is 
no reference to the great time and effort by the morticians© nor is'there any 
indication of what Manchester reports, of the unnatural appearance of the 'Ahnh'rx^en 
President after ©^construction, t he things tuet appear to be of significance to 
Murkloy medicine) and they went back to the Fhite House, Mrs. JFK, Bobby and Hill 
again in beck# 



One urgent detail remains: Kennedy vented his Sr. Christopher T s 

medal presumably from his wallet, to be included in the casket. tf Pe had a 
request" fir this the next day, presumeably the some day. In explanation he says. 



"The wallet and thereat of the clothes had been taken Into custody 
of the Secret Service"; Showing {Sibert-O f Neill report) that tne President nr'ivad 
nnked at Bethedda, I do not recall any accounting of the history or handling of 
hi a clothing, of any search for evidence, of any prscoustions against tne 
destruction. or alteration of evidence, aicu Is a measure of tfare and concern 
not inferior to toot of tne barren Coriaission. 



In some vjeysthis is the most remarkable single documents in the 
vast literary quicksand of the ^ommissioa sad Its work* a statement of the 
President's physician that says absolutely nothing about th* number or nature of 
his wounds, of tne personal observations he nr. de, of the autopsy -* of any single 
thing intended to bo of significance# And to the Secret Service, the FBI, the 
President*© Commission, this is only right and properl And, emphasizing, he 
was never c witness, never consulted, not once asked fer the knowledge he had# 



